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Dr. Adriana E. Martinez  Office: Alumni 1403A or SLW 2210 
Email: adrmart@siue.edu     Phone:  650-3623 or 650-5655 
Skype handle: Dr.MartinezSIUE  (with appointment)  Office Hours: M/W 10-11am Alumni 1403A 
 

Course Description 
This course will introduce you to the basic application of system approaches to science and policy analysis of air, soil, 
and water environments, land use, energy supplies, and other resources using biological, ecological, physical, and 
chemical principles. 
 

Course Objectives: 
Students will 

 Recognize the interdisciplinary nature of environmental issues and possible solutions,  
 Understand environmental issues involving complex dynamic systems, and  
 Recognize the scientific foundation of environmental problems that are complemented with the 

economics, law, and public policy aspects. 
 

Required Materials 
Miller, Tyler G. and Spoolman, Scott.  Environmental Science.  Cengage Learning, 2015. 
 

Grading 
Three exams (45% of total), Reading Quizzes (20% of total), Assignments (20% of total), Discussion Board (15% of total). 
 

Exams (45% of total grade) 
There will be three tests, Exam 1 (15%), Exam 2 (15%), and Exam 3 (15%). There are no make-ups for exams. Students 
who miss a test without a documented excuse will receive a score of ZERO for that test.  Except in the case of true 
emergencies, you must contact me prior to the exam if you are going to miss it.  If it is an emergency, you must contact 
me within 24 hours of the exam to schedule a makeup exam.  Exams will be distributed (via Blackboard) at 8am on the 
day assigned (refer to syllabus schedule) and students will be given 36 hours to complete the exam (Due the next day by 
5pm).   
 

Reading Quizzes (15% of total grade) 
Chapter quizzes will be assigned for each of the readings required for the course.  These will be conducted via the book’s 
resources on MindTap and are open book.  It is expected that students will keep up with the readings and complete the 
quizzes in a timely manner. Quizzes will be released at the beginning of the course and due at different times (refer to 
course schedule at the end of the syllabus). Be sure to submit them by their due date every week.   
 

Discussion Board Assignments (15% of total grade) 
Homework will be assigned in the form of discussion boards.  These assignments provide you the opportunity to 
apply some of the concepts you have learned in class and in readings.   
 

Posting on the Board 
In Blackboard, click on ‘Discussions’ in the left hand menu.  For the assignment, students will find a link for one current 
event article once every three weeks that pertains to some Environmental Science topic and post it to the Discussion 
Board as a ‘thread’.  The thread should contain the link for the article and a title and description of it. It is recommended 
that you post your article towards the beginning of the assignment period so that students have time to read and 
comment on it later.   
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Commenting on Articles 
Each Discussion Board assignment (every 3 weeks), students will comment on at least two other articles that other 
students post on an Environmental Science topic.   Students must read the article and participate in a discussion about 
its findings and relevance to the course.  Note that if you do not complete your discussion board postings by 5pm on 
Friday, the discussion board closes and you can no longer make contributions.   
 

Assignments (20% of total grade) 
There will be five assignments throughout the course.  They are as follows: 
 

A1: Discussion Board Introductions.  Within Discussion boards, create a thread that includes a picture of yourself with a 
short writeup about who you are.  The writeup should include your name, your major, your interests, and why you are 
taking the course.  
 

A2-A5: Assignments from the MindTap book resources.  Each Assignment is associated with a chapter from the book and 
can be found with the associated chapter on the MindTap website.  You should complete the readings for the chapter 
before attempting the assignment.  Assignments will be released at the beginning of the course and due on different 
dates at 5pm (refer to course schedule at the end of the syllabus).  Be sure to submit them by their due date every 
week because they will close.   
 

Assignments are as follows: 
A2 from Chapter3- Ecosystems: What Are They and How Do They Work?  
A3 from Ch 7-Aplia Assignment: Climate and Biodiversity 
A4 from Ch 9-Saving Ecosystems and Services 
A5 from Ch 11-Water Resources and Water Pollution 
 

Lectures 
Lectures will be released at the beginning of the course so you can begin the class.  Slides will be saved as a pdf and be 
available via Blackboard in the “Coursework” link in the associated weeks folder.  Be sure to review the lectures in a 
timely manner so you may complete the readings, reading quizzes, and assignments on time.  It is expected that the 
students will spend an average of 1.5 hrs reviewing each lecture chapter. Actively take notes as you are reading the 
lecture and email me or contact me via Skype about any points that are unclear.   
 

Grades 
Grades will be posted on Blackboard along with any announcements. I reserve the right to offer extra credit, but you 
should not expect it or ask for it. Due to privacy laws, I will only discuss grades with you if you contact me via your SIUE 
email and not another email client (Gmail, Yahoo, etc). If you have questions about your grade(s), feel free to email me 
from your SIUE account or contact me during office hours via Skype.  Grades will be assigned as follows: A=90-100, B=80-
89, C=70-79, D=60-69, F=0-59. 
 
Completing the Lectures and Readings 
To do well in this course, you will need to review the lectures and keep up with the readings.  You must log in at least 
every 7 days and not miss three consecutive assignments to still be considered part of the course. The information being 
taught is cumulative: you will not understand material if you skip sections.  
 
 

Online Etiquette 
 Be nice.  Please refrain from inappropriate language and personal attacks. 

 Participate actively and thoughtfully in the discussions after completing the readings. 

 Be open to being challenged or confronted on your ideas or prejudices. 

 Do not dominate any discussion. Give other students the opportunity to join in. 

 Be cautious in using Internet language. For example, do not capitalize all letters since this suggests shouting and do 
not use “text speech” such as “ur” for “your”. 

 Popular emoticons such as  can be helpful to convey your tone but do not overuse them. 

 Avoid using vernacular and/or slang language. This could possibly lead to misinterpretation. 
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 Never make fun of someone’s ability to read or write. 

 Keep an open-mind and be willing to express a minority opinion-these must be respected. 

 Think and edit before you push the “Send” button. 

 Do not hesitate to ask for feedback. 

 Using humor is acceptable but be careful that it is not misinterpreted. (Ex. sarcasm). 
 

Contacting me 
The reading assignments, exam dates, as well as policies on late/make-up work are clearly stated herein; thus I will not 
reply to messages asking about these topics.  The fastest way to contact me is via email.  You can expect, in most cases, 
a response from me within 24 hours.  In addition, I will have office hours in Alumni Hall.  We can also talk via skype with 
an appointment.  My handle there is: Dr.MartinezSIUE.   
 

Academic Dishonesty 
I will not tolerate cheating or academic misconduct/dishonesty in my courses; examples of these behaviors include (but 
are not limited to): 

• Plagiarism (passing off the work of another as that of your own) 
• Copying answers from your classmates on exams/activities 
• Dishonesty concerning reasons for missing class assignments 
• Any other actions that might give you an unfair advantage over your classmates. 
 

All cases of academic dishonesty/misconduct will be referred immediately to the appropriate authorities. The penalties 
for engaging in academic dishonesty and/or misconduct can range from a grade of “F” for an assignment to an 
automatic failure of the course.  Please consult the university policy at http://www.siue.edu/policies/3c1.shtml. 
 

Late/Make-Up Work 
Make-up work will not be assigned, except in extreme circumstances and where you have documentation (i.e. doctor’s 
note). If you must miss an exam due to illness or other unavoidable circumstances, you MUST notify the instructor prior 
to missing, if possible, or within 24 hours of the exam.   
 

Disability Services Notice 
If you need specific accommodations to get the most out of this class, please let me know by (1) informing me of your 
particular needs, and (2) providing the appropriate documentation from the campus learning services office. I will make 
every effort to accommodate your needs, but you must notify me by the first week of class if you need special 
arrangements.  If you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please go to Disability 
Support Services for coordination of your academic accommodations. DSS is located in the Student Success Center, 
Room 1270; you may contact them to make an appointment by calling (618) 650-3726 or sending an email to 
disabilitysupport@siue.edu. Please visit the DSS website located online at www.siue.edu/dss for more information. 
 

Technical Support 
If you require technical support with blackboard please contact SIUE ITS at 650-5500 or help@siue.edu. 
If you require technical support with MindTap, please contact MindTap technical support at the link provided in 
Blackboard in “About This Course”.  
 

Because this is an online course, you are expected to have reliable internet access on a regular basis.  It is your 
responsibility to address any computer problems that might occur.  Such problems are not an excuse for delays in 
meeting expectations or for missing course deadlines.  At a minimum, you will need the following software/hardware to 
participate in this course: 
 

• computer with an updated operating system (e.g. Windows, Mac, Linux) 
• updated Internet browser (Apple Safari, Internet Explorer, Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox) 
• DSL or Cable Internet connection or a connection speed no less than 6 Mbps. A secure, encrypted Wifi (requiring a 

login and password) is acceptable. Note that some Blackboard components will not work properly on free wifi from 
places like Starbucks, Panera’s or McDonalds. 

• Microsoft Office (SIUE Students can now get Free Office 365 at 
http://www.siue.edu/its/news/2014/09/office365.shtml 

http://www.siue.edu/policies/3c1.shtml
mailto:disabilitysupport@siue.edu
http://www.siue.edu/dss
mailto:help@siue.edu
http://www.siue.edu/its/news/2014/09/office365.shtml
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Note: I consider this syllabus a contract between myself and the students in this course. In writing this syllabus, I have 
obligated myself to follow the policies and procedures contained herein. You are responsible for understanding and 
following these policies as well. I reserve the right to make changes to this syllabus.  You will receive verbal and written 
notification of major changes to course policies, procedures and content. 
 
Schedule (subject to change): 

Week Date Lecture Topic Ch Assignment 

1 1/11 Intro, course syllabus, online envi  A1: Discussion Board Intro Due 1/18 5pm 

  1/13 Environment and Society 1  

2 1/18 MLK Day   

  1/20  Science, Matter, and Energy 2  

3 1/25 Ecosystems 3 A2: Ecosystems Ch 3 Due 1/27 5pm 

  1/27 Biodiversity and Evolution 4 Quizzes for Ch 1, 2, 3 Due 5pm today 

4 2/1 Biodiversity 5  

  2/3 Human Population and Urbanization 6 Discussion Board Due 5pm Friday 

5 2/8 HP&U contd.  Quizzes for Ch 4, 5, 6 Due 5pm today 

  2/10 Exam   

6 2/15 Climate and Biodiversity 7 A3 Climate & Bio Ch 7 Due 2/22 5pm 

  2/17 Climate & Bio Contd.   

7 2/22 Sustaining Biodiversity: Species 8  

  
2/24 

 Sustaining Biodiversity: Ecosystems 9 
A4: Saving Eco & Services Ch 9 Due 3/2 5pm, 
Discussion Board Due 5pm Friday 

8 2/29 SB: Eco contd.   

  3/2 Food, Soil, and Pest Management 10 Quizzes for Ch 7, 8, 9 Due today 5pm. 

9 Spring Break 

10 3/14 F, S & P contd.   

  3/16 F, S & P contd.   

11 3/21 Exam   

  
3/23 

Water Resources and Pollution 
11 

A5: Water Res & Poll Ch 11 Due 3/23 5pm. 
Discussion Board Due 5pm Friday 

12 3/28 W, R, & P contd.   

  3/30 Geology and Minerals 12 Quizzes for Ch 10, 11 Due today 5pm. 

13 4/4 Energy 13  

  4/6 Energy contd.   

14 4/11 Air Pollution, Climate Change & Ozone 15  

  
4/13 

AP, Clim & Ozone contd. 
 

Quizzes for 12, 13, 15 Due today 5pm.  
Discussion Board Due 5pm Friday 

15 4/18 AP, Clim & Ozone contd.   

  4/20 Envi Economics, Politics & Worldviews 17  

16 4/25 Envi Econ, P & W contd.  Quiz for Ch 17 Due today 5pm. 

 4/27 Exam  Discussion Board Due 5pm Friday 

 


